
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How are CogAT7 scores calculated? 
The score is calculated in a number of steps: 
 
• Raw Score. The raw score is calculated first by tallying the total number of questions correctly 

answered. Students do not lose points for answering questions incorrectly. 
• Universal Scale Score (USS). The raw score is then converted to a Universal Scale Score, which is a 

normalized standard score. There are separate USS scores for each of the three batteries. The 
Composite USS is determined by averaging these three scores. 

• Standard Age Score (SAS). The Standard Age Score is a normalized age score for all Universal 
Scale Scores. It has a mean of 100, a standard deviation of 16, and a maximum score of 160. 

• Percentile Rank (PR). This score is used to compare students to other students in their age and 
grade. A percentile rank of 80 means that a student scored better than 80% of students who 
took the test. A percentile rank of 50 is considered average. 

• Stanine (S). A stanine is a very broad, simplified score that ranges from 1-9, with 9 being the 
highest possible score. This score is also normalized for both age and grade groups. (A score 
of 6 does not mean a student is compared with 6-year-olds.) 

 
What does the stanine score mean? 
In general, stanine scores provide a very general but clear picture of a student's overall abilities. Stanine 

scores are generally grouped in the following fashion. 
 

Stanine % Rank Description 
9 96-99 High 

7-8 77-95 Above  Average 

4-6 24-76 Average 
2-3 5-23 Below  Average 

1 1-4 Low 
 
The chart shows the stanine range aligned with percentile rank and a description of the child’s ranking among others 

of their age. Example: A stanine score of 9 means that the child is among the top 96% to 99% of student in 
their age group, nationally. 
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What does the CogAT7 test measure? 
The CogAT7 measures the level and pattern of cognitive development of a student compared to age mates 

and grade mates. There are three different cognitive abilities measured: 
• The verbal section measures a child’s ability to remember and transform sequences of English 
words, to understand them and to make inferences and judgements about them. 
• The quantitative section measures a child’s understanding of basic quantitative concepts and 
relationships. 
• The non-verbal section measures reasoning using pictures and geometric shapes. This section 
reduces the impact of language on the student’s score. 
• The composite score is a total score for all three sections of the test. 
• The CogAT does not measure achievement. This means a student who is doing well in school in reading 

and/or math may or may not score similarly on the CogAT. It does not mean a student did poorly on 
the CogAT or “failed” the CogAT. 

 
What services are offered at my child’s school? 
 
Advanced Learner services (Gifted and Talented) are site-based. Please contact your child’s school to find out 

specific details about services that are available there for your child. 
 

Do kindergarten students receive a learner profile? 
Kindergarten students take a shorter version of the CogAT7 called the CogAT7 screening form. This test is 

shortened to accommodate the needs of younger learners. It includes the analogies portion of each 
section of the test including: Verbal/Picture Analogies, Number Analogies, and Figure Matrices. Due 
to the shortened length of each subtest on the CogAT7 screening form a learner profile is not 
offered. 

 
General Information: 
Remember, a child cannot “pass” or “fail” a CogAT assessment. Similarly, a child who is a high 

achiever in school may not score similarly on the CogAT because the assessments measure 
different characteristics. 

 
Generally, percentiles are a more descriptive way of understanding how your child did on the exam 

because they show how he ranked against his entire group of peers. Stanines are more 
confusing but correspond directly to the percentile score. 

 
It is important to understand that the CogAT7, like many cognitive tests administered to children, is 

an imperfect assessment measure that can vary greatly depending on a variety of external 
factors. Thus, while these scores can be important, they should not be taken as the sole 
measurement of your child’s abilities and skills. 


